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Tree loss issue still stumps city’s leaders 


Some Say protection plan 
may hurt more than help 


James Bruggers 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Louisville Metro Council still hasn’t 
mustered the political will to pass a 
tree-protection ordinance a year after it 
was introduced — and two and a half 
years after it was first recommended by 
a mayoral advisory panel. 


Some tree advocates are starting to 
wonder what council members may 
have against protecting trees. 

“I don’t want to say I’ve given up,” 
said Katy Schneider, the former co- 
chairwoman of a now-defunct advisory 
commission that first recommended the 
ordinance in 2015. “I just don’t under- 
stand it. We are one of the few cities that 
doesn’t have a tree protection ordinance 
that reflects the values of the communi- 


ty.” 
One study found Louisville was los- 


ing 54,000 trees a year to a variety of 


causes while another study document- 
ed the high costs of elevated urban heat. 
The city’s trees have been found to con- 
tribute $330 million in annual benefits, 
such as improved air quality and inter- 
cepted rain that helps reduce sewage 
overflows. 

These studies helped drive neighbor- 
hoods, the city, nonprofits and others to 
plant thousands of trees. But the city’s 
elected officials have still not reached an 
agreement on what action, if any, they 
should take to stop or slow tree losses. 

The ordinance has general backing 


from tree advocates, but there is now 
criticism that if it’s enacted, it could do 
more damage than good in the city’s 
most leafy urban neighborhoods, such 
as the Highlands. 

It would codify that only small trees 
such as redbuds or dogwoods could be 
planted near or under power lines, at 
least within a public right of way. The 
fear is that over time that could elimi- 
nate tall front yard shade trees that for 
years have grown alongside many 
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Food apps can prove 


Mr. Delivery’s Brittany Madry gets an order from Doc Crow’s in downtown Louisville. ANGELA SHOEMAKER/SPECIAL TO CJ 


Delivery services leave bad taste with some restaurants 


Bailey Loosemore | Louisville Courier Journal | USA TODAY NETWORK 


nnie Pettry, the chef-owner at Decca, is regularly confused 
when her restaurant receives takeout orders for dishes 
that are no longer featured on its revolving menu. 


It’s not a very frequent occurrence, 
but it’s enough to get on the chef’s 
nerves. And she’s only grown more 
frustrated after identifying the issue’s 
root cause. 

Postmates, an app-based food de- 
livery service, has placed Decca on its 
list of restaurants available for deliv- 
ery without getting Pettry’s permis- 
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Army lifts ban on recruits with history of self-mutilation, 


other mental health issues. 1B 


ening business at the independent 


restaurants its customers want to or- 


der from — 
taurants’ slim profit margins. 

“I do a lot of outside consulting; I 
know delivery is the way we are mov- 


instead of hurting the res- 


ing for all restaurants,” said Ryan Rog- 
ers, owner of Feast BBQ and Royals 


sion, and the company is known to 
not regularly update seasonal menus 
across its platform. 

The problem is not just annoying 
for Pettry and other Louisville restau- 
rant owners facing the same problem. 
It’s also a symptom of a growing in- 
dustry that still hasn't figured out how 
to make money while also strength- 


City tags way to cut back on graffiti 


A Louisville Parks official wants to ban selling spray 
paint to teens. 3A 


Hot Chicken. “That being said, their 
financial model doesn’t work for inde- 
pendent businesses. Statistics show 
if there’s a problem with the order, the 
customer doesn’t take it out on Post- 
mates. They take it out on us.” 

In Louisville, at least seven food 
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Delivery research 
ends with mixed 
reviews of four 
major services 


Bailey Loosemore 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Modern food delivery, which dates 
back to at least the 1920s, is in no way a 
new phenomenon. 

But here in Louisville, it’s increasing- 
ly been on the minds of restaurant own- 
ers and customers as more services pop 
up — each offering new ways to get ev- 
erything from burgers to escargot deliv- 
ered to your door. 

With the introduction of UberEATS 
in October, the Derby City has four ma- 
jor delivery services that offer to pick up 
and deliver food at your convenience, 
including Postmates, GrubHub and Mr. 
Delivery. 

Each company promises to offer you 
the most options, the quickest service 
and the lowest fees. But how do the ser- 
vices really compare? 

To find out, I ordered the same or a 
similar meal through all four companies 
to see how their prices and services 
added up. 

We'll get to the results, but first, Pd 
like to get a couple things out of the way. 

1. I am not a delivery ordering ex- 
pert. 

I actually can’t remember the last 
time I ordered food delivery outside of 
this review. I don't like spending extra 
money when I could easily get food my- 
self. And when I’m hangry, I don’t want 
to wait around for a delivery, no matter 
how quick it promises to be. 

2. I attempted to make these re- 
views as comparable as possible. 

I placed all four orders between noon 
and 1 p.m. on the same weekday. 

For three of the services — Post- 
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